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Minutes of the meeting of Beverley Friends of the Earth (FoE) on 
Thursday 17 January 2008 at Nellies

Present:

Colin Revell (chair), Sue Dack, Shan Oakes, Chris Upton, Fern Barber,  Luke Goulder, Emma Greener (minutes), Matthew Thomas, Polly Worsdale, Ian Worsdale, Lynda Nadin, Patrick Thompson, Yvonne Nadin
Apologies: Bill Rigby, Shelly and Mike Robinson, Sue Whiteley
Supermarket Issues
We had a general discussion about our aim to challenge the power of supermarkets. 

This included: our support for Farmers' markets, especially for one in Beverley; 

Driffield campaign against the expansion of Tescos in their town centre. There had been a local demonstration before Christmas, which led the council to defer their decision. This is good, but we must watch closely that the decision isn't rushed through whilst people 'lower their guard';

We have stock left from when we had a stall on Beverley's market. We can no longer afford the fee, as many retailers are finding. This policy is really giving more power to supermarkets as more small businesses are squeezed out by rising costs and competition.   

Waste Food

Polly raised the issue of food waste, and showed us an article from Yorkshire Post. Paste the following link to read the article:
http://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/features/Waste-not-want-not-the.3683277.jp
The article claims that about one third of all food bought in UK is wasted, costing us £8 billion per year! This is clearly unacceptable. Polly wishes to start a campaign educating people to buy less, and think more about what they are buying. She hopes to involve supermarkets, the press, and even celebrities! There will be a strategy meeting in the near future, contact Shan (01482 862085) for details.

Land Grab

Beverley Rugby Club want to sell their land (off Norwood) in order to relocate to Bishop Burton. The land could be sold to Barrett Homes for new housing developments. Beverley Town Council oppose the scheme as the rugby pitches are one of few remaining green spaces in the town. There are also traffic issues and the flood risk as the area is prone to flooding. 

Bishop Burton council also oppose the idea due to the increase in traffic it would create. 

FoE will support the opposition as it constitutes excessive uncontrolled development.

We will talk to Playing Fields Association for their support, and check if an Environmental Impact Assessment is being done.

Collaboration

The previous discussion led to talk of how small groups like us could increase our power by uniting on important issues. A letter will be sent to other groups (such as CRPE, The Civic Society, The Ramblers' Association), suggesting a regular meeting to discuss such issues, (possibly starting at the Green Fair), where we hope to both foster and offer support, and find common ground between groups.
Publicity

We talked of increasing our publicity, Emma to email People and Planet and local newspapers with press release about our group/our work.

 

Green Fair

Green Fair Meeting 28th January: Nellies (The White Horse) 7.30pm

Date of the Green Fair : 27th April, Longcroft School

 

Next meeting   7.30 on Thursday 21 February 2008 at Nellies **
**PS  The meeting next time will start at 7.00pm to allow for some Green Fair business at the beginning – so come early if you would like to take part in this discussion
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