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Minutes of the meeting of Beverley Friends of the Earth (FOE) on 
Thursday 24 May 2007 at Nellies

Present:

Sue Dack, Shan Oakes, Bill Rigby, Shelly Robinson, Chris Upton, Matthew Thomas, Luke Goulder, Tanya Mowbray, Preetam Alex, Emma Greener, Jon Hart, Mike Robinson, Shelly Robinson
Apologies: Sarah Thornton, Sue Whiteley, Ros Stanley, Jess Briggs
Introductions:  

Welcome to Tanya, Preetam and Jon, visiting Beverley and working in local schools as Peace Child (www.peacechild.org), and to Emma, Luke and Matthew, who were attending for the first time.
Green Fair:  Report on the event of the previous Saturday.

Estimate of 1000 visitors and stallholders. Generally went well – lots of emails of thanks. One critical e-mail from a stallholder.

Lots of lessons for next year (who said next year? the feeling was it might be worth having another go)  Maybe a Sunday of  Bank Holiday week-end would fit.

The Green Fair Committee will take a good look at the whole event, and evaluate it carefully.
Jon Hart quoted the example of Rhythms of the World, now the biggest free music festival in Europe.  See http://www.rotw.org.uk/
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Shelly’s Welcome!
Surplus Stock;  There was a substantial amount of it & we thought the best way to deal with it was to drink it.  Accordingly, Saturday, June 23 was agreed as the date.  Place: Beverley Westwood (precise location to follow) Time: evening
Annual Conference 7-9 September – Reading University

this is a key event in our calendar, as we have been nominated for an award as ‘Group of the Year’ So we could do with a presence to state the case
Market stall: 

Sue Dack has taken over as main Stallholder and Stock keeper.  She does need support, particularly in the period 8am – 10 am in setting up.  Shelly agreed to be there on Saturday 25 May, but the following Saturdays need commitment from volunteers.
At this stage we don’t make much, although the reduction in costs by leaving the lock-up has improved things substantially.  

Why do we do it?

· good profile for FoE

· opportunity to promote other issues, when they arise

· profile for Sue as a new Town Councillor

· support for the ‘Shop Local’ principle
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So we are hanging in for the present.  Many thanks for the helpers and contributors of all sorts.
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Somebody at the meeting forgot the Song! 

Sing after me…

“ bio – dee, bio – dee, the product with the mostest for you and mee!!”

(to the tune of ‘Peggy Sue’)
Issues from the previous meetings: Tesco Driff and Straw incinerator rumble on.  Shelly has met the Driffield Town Clerk. All we can do is maintain our objection, if the case still stands.
A sort of victory over the Hedon GM spud issue.  It may well re-appear next year.
Treasurer’s Report:  Sue agreed to be Treasurer, and open a Bank account with ethical credentials.  She will investigate the Co-Op. 
Request to show ‘An Inconvenient Truth’
The Memorial Hall is developing a film network.  It ws thought that another showing of the Al Gore movie would be useful.  Also, however, there are a whole list of other good flics to be shown.  Shelly will discuss it with the management of the Hall.

Next meeting   7.30 on Thursday 28 June  2007  at Nellies We agreed in principle to meeting on the FOURTH THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH in future.  Comments welcome on this proposal.
Appendix to the Minutes:

Market Stall

Fill in any days when you may be available to help with the stall, and the copy and paste into an email to Sue Dack at normandyave@normandyave.karoo.co.uk or 01482 864215
	date
	9 am – 12 noon
	12 noon – 3 pm

	26 May
	
	

	2 June
	
	

	9 June
	
	

	16 June
	
	

	23 June
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