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Minutes of the meeting of Beverley Friends of the Earth (FOE) on 
Thursday 22 March 2007 at Nellies

Present:

Sue Dack, Shan Oakes, Bill Rigby, Guy Moore, Shelly Robinson, Sue Whiteley, Chris Upton, Marie Ramsden, Ken Wilson, Muriel Wilson, Carole Lynn, Polly Worsdale, Liz Snook, Steve Parkin, Lee-Ann Williams, Martin Deane, Sue Thompson
Apologies: Sarah Thornton
Action following the previous meeting: Formal objections have been sent to ERYC about the two planning applications.  Both applicants (Tesco Driff and Straw incinerator) have submitted amendments which need to be looked at.  We should confirm the objections if any of the concerns have not been dealt with.
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Work on informing the public and collecting names for a petition has gone on in Driffield.
Treasurer’s Report:  no activity since the last meeting. 
Market stall: 
On Saturday 24 February there was a formal opening with the Town Mayor presiding. Good publicity followed, and we are building up a regular clientele. No graphs this week, but the next meeting should see a first quarter report.
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REPORT: Suzie Towne

ANTLnuclear weapons campaigners
have handed over a petition to the MP
for Driffield, Greg Knight, urging him
to vote against the development of a
new nuclear deterrent.

But the MP says he needs more time
to decide on the best course of action.

Driffield members of Greenpeace
handed over the petition of approxi:
mately 400 signatures to appeal for M:
Knight to vote against a_government
proposal to build new nuclear weapons
o replace the Trident project.

‘The petition, in the form of several
posters covered in_signatures, was
given to the MP at Driffield Community
Centre by six Greenpeace activists who
had spent six hours that day campaign-
ing in Driffield and Pocklington.

Mr Knight said that although the
petitions showed the opinions of a
number of people in the area, he said
he did not believe the majorify of his
constituents would agree. He said: “In
Driffield I think the majority would
support the same view that all major

litical parties take and that is. that
ain is

pol
Br ntitled to defend itself.”

But Richard Claxton, the Greenpeace
area networker for Hull and East
Yorkshire, said the number of signa
tures was significant considering the
amount of time they had.

He said: “It was a very quick poll so T
think that shows a high level of sup-
port in this area.”

At the meeting Mr Knight said he
was not against Britain having a
nuclear deterrent for the safety of the
British public, but he agreed it may not
be necessary to make a decision imme-
diately

“Do we need to renew it now or could
it be deferred? I will look carefully at
the evidence in the defence select com-
mittee’s report. There is the question of
does it need to be done right now?” he
asked

But he pointed out that if the exist
ing Trident project was not replaced, it
would cease to be a deterrent

He said: “At the right time I will sup-
port it being upgraded because if it's
obsolete, it's no longer a deterrent.”

The debate is to take place in
Parliament on Wednesday Match 14

Suzie.fowne@yrnitd. co.uk

Anti-nuclear weapons petition handover at the Driffield Community

Centre - Guy Moore (Friends of

the Earth, Beverley), Gillian Chefred

(local resident), Richard Claxton (Greenpeace), Greg Knight MP,

Michael Robinson, Michelle
Beverley), Sue Dack (Friends of

Robinson  (Friends of the Earth,
the Earth). msh0709x010





We have ‘done’ a car boot sale, and plan other landings on the moon.

Thanks to the volunteers who help – particularly as the weather has been pretty foul.  Members and friends are welcome to help out for short periods – any Saturday – Beverley Saturday Market (near the Buttercross).
Stop press: this just in from the business desk the market stall will be running in Driffield as of 29/03/07 selling and filling up the Tesco’s petition.   
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Sing after me…

“ bio – dee, bio – dee, the product with the mostest for you and mee!!”
Trident Petition – we used a Saturday to organise a photo-op with Graham Stuart MP, and Greenpeace (Richard Claxtion).  It didn’t change his mind, but we had a pic in the paper.
[image: image6.png]


[image: image3.jpg]cators tiephone (01377) 241414

'I

o

&

Campaigners

disappointed as
MP backs Trident

BEVERLEY MP Graham
Stuart  backed ~the
Government this week in vot-
ing in favour of renewing
Britain’s nuclear deterrent,
despite protests from envi-
ronment groups.

Members of _Beverley
Friends of the Earth and
Greenpeace handed over a
petition to Mr Stuart urging
MPs to vote against updating
the Trident submarine fleet.

But Mr Stuart voted in
favour of the hugely contro-
versial Government motion
which sparked a major
Labour backbench revolt

Beverley MP Graham Stuart
(third right) receiving the
petition from campaigners
Guy Moore, Bill Rigby,
Shelly Robinson, Shan
Oakes, Sue Dack and
Richard Claxon. PS0711-5

claiming western democra-
Cies are best able to defeat
threats from_dictatorsh
through negotiations backed
by military strength.

“Weakening the appear-
ance of western resolve may
perversely, encourage Togue
States even more in their pur-
Suit of weapons of mass
destruction,” he said.

Bill Rigby, a founder mem-
ber of the Beverley
Greenpeace group, said the
petition was collected at the
groups’ stall on Beverley
Tarket and was signed by
several hundred people. They
are very disappointed at the
outcome of this week’s vote
in the House of Commons.

“We are extremely disap-
pointed for ourselves and
fature generations, and for
the example it shows to the
rest of the world,” he said.





Beverley Green Fair:  (Saturday 19 May)– Good progress – next meeting 7.30 Thursday 29 March at Longcroft School
A copy of the prospectus can be downloaded from
www.beverleyfoe.co.uk 
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GM Potato Trial in Hedon: Hedon and Hull delegates described the local issue, and the meeting of the Town Council on 6 March. Liz had dropped in on the way from Cornwall to advise from her earlier experiences with GM activity.  There is now a web site and on line petition
http://www.hedonagainstgm.org.uk/ which readers are encouraged to view.  
Deadline for comment to DEFRA is 20 April 2007.

Hedon Council will be having another meeting on the issue on 5 April.  Guy will sort out a booking of the hall for a parallel meeting.

Polly will follow up her contact with Look North, as there has been no TV coverage as yet.
Lee-Ann noted that Arpad Putzai has written some good stuff on the issue
Next meeting   7.30 on Thursday 19 April  2007  at Nellies 
The Agenda will include:

· FoE Annual Conference (7-9 September, Reading University).  We can submit a conference Motion – deadline 18 May)
· Climate Change Bill Consultation: we have until 12 June to make a response

Appendix to the Minutes:

Market Stall

Fill in any days when you may be available to help with the stall, and the copy and paste into an email to moore239@hotmail.com 

	date
	9 am – 12 noon
	12 noon – 3 pm

	31 March
	
	

	7 April
	
	

	14 April
	
	

	21 April
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