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Minutes of the meeting of Beverley Friends of the Earth (FOE) on 22 February at Nellies

Present:

Sue Dack, Shan Oakes, Brenda Sims, Bill Rigby, Guy Moore, Joy Cain, Ann Wilkinson, Howard Bryan, Shelly Robinson, Sarah Thornton, Sue Whiteley, Chris Upton, Marie Ramsden
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Apologies from Colleen who had emailed to say she was unable to continue as coordinator. Shan will do the job for the time being.
Treasurer:  Sue Dack offered to take on this role. 
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Market stall:  Two Saturdays of sales so far, and a stall with some sales at the Memorial Hall networking event.  The revenue costs are covered, and we are beginning to make some progress in recovering the initial outlay.  While the stall is in this early stage, the group decided that it should not consider offering discount to    members.  If the stall breaks even in a reasonable time, we can discuss setting up a cooperative.
On Saturday 24 February there will be a formal opening with the Town Mayor presiding.
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As you can see by the nonsensical graph the blue line is chasing the pink line

And that’s a good thing
…..apparently. 

	washing powder 1kg
	£3.47
	Bio D

	washing powder 2kg
	£6.80
	Bio D

	wash liquid 1lt
	£1.84
	Bio D

	wash liquid 5lt
	£7.59
	Bio D

	multi cleaner 1lt
	£2.55
	Bio D

	laundry liquid 1lt
	£3.85
	Bio D

	toilet cleaner 1 lt
	£2.51
	Bio D

	toilet cleaner .75 lt
	£2.03
	Bio D

	fabric cond 1lt
	£2.15
	Bio D

	glass cleaner .75lt
	£2.96
	Bio D

	household polish .75 lt
	£3.89
	Bio D

	nappy fresh 500g
	£2.32
	Bio D

	hemp oil soap 95g
	£1.00
	Bio D

	hemp bran soap
	£1.00
	Bio D

	green city  soap a
	£1.00
	Bio D

	green city  soap b
	£1.00
	Bio D

	 green city  soap c
	£1.00
	Bio D

	 green city  soap d
	£1.00
	Bio D


There was some discussion on setting up a rota.  See questionnaire at the end of these minutes
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Lissett wind farm – Approval had been granted by East Riding.  Congratulations to the campaigners.
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We received this press release on 23/02/07

Lissett Wind Farm Gets Green Light
East Riding Council granted planning permission for Lissett wind farm, in a decision which will provide clean energy to over 13,000 homes (10 per cent of the homes in East Riding of Yorkshire). 
The Council received over 1,100 letters of support for the wind farm, which will be built on a former RAF base. The wind farm is supported by the veterans of 158 Squadron Association who flew Halifax bombers from the airfield during the Second World War. 
Applauding the decision, Richard Claxton, spokesperson for East Yorkshire Campaign Against Climate Change, commented: 
"This is an excellent decision. Having recently agreed to sign the Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change and be a community leader on climate action, East Riding Council is now beginning to put policy into practice. 
"The latest predictions on climate chaos are terrifying. We have less than ten years to take drastic action to reduce emissions. It is vital that our politicians act green as well as talk green." 
ERA4Wind (East Riding Alliance for Wind) spokesperson, Dave Ettridge, added:
"Wind power is a vital part of the solution to the climate chaos which is killing 160,000 people a year. Not only is it clean, cheap, safe and reliable – it's popular, too.  
"This decision is iconic: the airfield at Lissett was used in the past in the fight against Nazism. Now it will be used in the fight against climate change – the greatest threat we face in the world." 
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The twelve turbines at Lissett will prevent about 55,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide being released into the atmosphere every year. 

Beverley Green Fair – Prospectus now ready.  A visit had been made to the school on 22 February to sort out spaces. Next meeting will be on Thursday 1 March at 7.30 at the School (room 39) with Stuart Barber the schools site manager
Heads of all the schools and the extended school coordinators will be drawn in at this stage.
A copy of the prospectus can be downloaded from
www.beverleyfoe.co.uk 
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Tesco Driffield:  Ann Wilkinson described the aggressive tactics behind plans to develop the Tesco at Driffield.  Planning permission is being sought, but it is now being considered in the context of a wider review of the Town’s situation (including the old market site). Trees (with preservation orders) are  being removed, and other behaviours on the site are proving to be very oppressive.  Councillors have been written to and no replies have been received.  
The suggestions were:

· contact Jess Dolan (jessd@foe.co.uk) to find out what could be offered in terms of support from FoE

· work on a group in Driffield itself (this is likely to be a problem, as many are confused or being ‘bought off’ in some way)

· Beverley FoE will formally object to the planning application, and

· write to the Driffield Press (see notes at the end of the minutes)
· contact habitat experts, particularly about the bat population  
http://www.tescopoly.org                    http://www.driffieldtoday.co.uk/ViewArticle2.aspx?SectionID=736&ArticleID=1753496
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Straw incinerator:  Joy Cain described the issues relating to the application for a combined heat and power installation in Holderness, using straw as a fuel. Although the proposal superficially appeared to have environmental credentials, closer inspection reveals otherwise.

· There is no possibility of using the residual heat  
· The access road needs widening 

· There is a need for an electricity substation (cost about £1.5m) which affects the economic viability of the scheme

· The site is close to the sea and this creates a transport issue, as any objective assessment of an optimum location for a site would place it inland

· there will be an excessive demand for cooling water, and the only supply is from the drinking water main supply
· The installation will require a tall chimney, at least 65 m high with massive visual impact 

· The availability of suitable straw at reasonable cost is questionable
The authority has not asked for an Environmental Impact Assessment.

It was agreed that Beverley FoE will formally object to the proposal, citing the reasons listed above (draft in the note at the end)
http://www.gb-bio.com/index.php
www.gb-bio.com/report/index.php?file=06_AirQuality.pdf
http://www.yorkshiretoday.co.uk/ViewArticle.aspx?sectionid=1084&articleid=1963648
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Flemingate Development:  Members were encouraged to examine the proposals and contribute to the consultation.
http://www.flemingate-beverley.co.uk/index.html
Next meeting   7.30 on Thursday 22 March  2007  at Nellies (but the venue is on borrowed time!)
Now fight to the death!                                   
Appendix to the Minutes:

1. Market Stall

Fill in any days when you may be available to help with the stall, and the copy and paste into an email to moore239@hotmail.com 

	date
	9 am – 12 noon
	12 noon – 3 pm

	3 March
	
	

	10 March
	
	

	17 March
	
	

	24 March
	
	



2. 
Draft Notices of Objection

Two planning applications were considered by the Group on 22 February.  The comments blow summarise the conclusions we came to.  It is possible for anyone to comment on the applications by going to 

http://www.eastriding.gov.uk/PublicAccess731c/dc/DcApplication/application_searchform.aspx
and typing in the application number of each of the applications.

My suggested text is drafted below.  Let me know if anything should be changed.

Use these to send your own objection, if you wish.
Planning application no. 06/08408/STPLF  

Tesco Development in Driffield

Beverley Friends of the Earth considered this application at its meeting on 22 February 2007, attended by representatives from Driffield, and wishes to register an objection to the proposed development on the following grounds

1. oppressive impact on local residents, whose properties abut the site

2. destructive effect on local business, whose inevitable demise in the face of the unfair competition will destroy the unique character of the ‘Capital of the Wolds’

3. destruction of the trees on the site and the life they support

4. threat to the local habitat of the bat population, increasingly rare creatures in the region

Planning application no. 06/09030/STOUT

Power Station at Tanstern, Flinton, E Yorks

Beverley Friends of the Earth considered this application at its meeting on 22 February 2007, and wishes to register an objection to the proposed development on the following grounds

Beverley Friends of the Earth supports in principle the development of combined heat and power (CHP) installations but has profound objections to this particular application because:

· There is no possibility of using the residual heat as no residential or industrial users adjoin the site, this will have a dramatic effect on the efficiency of the plant 

· The access road needs widening, a work which is only necessitated by the introduction of this project   

· There is a need for an electricity substation whose cost of construction will have a serious affect on the economic viability of the scheme

· The site inappropriate in relation to its fuel ‘catchment’, close to the sea and thus creating a transport issue, as any objective assessment of an optimum location for a site would place it much further inland

· there will be an excessive demand for cooling water, and the only supply is from the drinking water main supply

· The installation will require a tall chimney, at least 65 m high with massive visual impact in this flat area of exceptional beauty

· The availability of suitable straw at reasonable cost has not been demonstrated by the applicant

In addition, we note that the authority has not asked for an independent Environmental Impact Assessment.  We think that the implementation of this application will have serious environmental consequences ant that this needs to be assessed prior to consideration by Committee

W J Rigby

on behalf of Beverley Friends of the Earth
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